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Instructions for teachers – importing data into an MS Excel spreadsheet 

 

 

Open the CSV file and launch Excel, which should import your data: 
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It may happen that Excel will use a every decimal point instead of a comma as the decimal 

separator. 

 Use the Excel function to find every decimal point and replace it with a comma. 

 

Below is what the Excel window looks like after importing data with the wrong decimal point 

format. 
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Find the Excel find and replace function: 

 

We indicate that every decimal point should be replaced with a comma. 

 

 

 

 

We obtain data in the following format: 

1) No.,  

2) Time_since_sensor_startup in [ms] 

 3) Measured_distance [m] 
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1. We change the format of the displayed distance for the entire column and set the 

general number format  

 

 

2. We can convert the time values to time expressed in seconds and also assume that 

the first measurement is time = 0. 

Below is an example of implementation. 

The first step is to change the time values so that they start from 0 and are expressed 

in [s]. To do this, we subtract the time of position 1 from each subsequent 

measurement time. We do this using the formula shown in cell F5, we write =B5-b$4   

(we subtract the value from position B4 from each cell in column B) 

 

 

The data columns prepared in this way can be copied to sheets containing formulas 

that calculate speed or acceleration values. 

 

 


